


The following outlines what is acceptable 
and not acceptable to recycle at Purdue Uni-
versity Calumet. If in doubt about the mate-
rial that is referred to on this list or if you 
have questions, please contact Facilities 
Services at x2888 option 3.

• Make double-sided copies 
• Keep mailing lists current 
• Make scratch pad from used paper
• Use email or a quick phone call
• Use spell check and print preview
• Return unneeded brochures, catalogs, etc.
• Use rechargeable, reusable items 
• Use recycling dumpsters
• Use recycling bins where they are located
• Stop unwanted mail
• Use reusable containers for food storage 
• Use rags rather than paper products
• Purchase in bulk whenever possible

The aphorism is so tired it almost might 
seem like “reduce, reuse, recycle” should go 
without saying. But in fact, most of us have 
only really heard the last third of the phrase, 
and they’re ranked in order of importance. 
Reducing the amount that we consume, and 
shifting our consumption to well-designed 
products and services, is the first step. Find-
ing constructive uses for “waste” materials is 
next. And tossing it in the blue bin is last. 
(The garbage can is not on the list, for good 
reason.) Through a balance of these three 
principles you can easily see your landfill-
destined waste dwindle fast.

PAPER PRODUCTS
 • Business Envelopes
 • Business Forms
 • Cardboard (flattened) 
 • Cereal/Detergent/Shoe Boxes 
 • Computer/Copy/Fax/Typing
 • Paper
 • File Folders
 • Junk Mail
 • Ledger/Scratch Paper
 • Magazines
 • Manila Envelopes
 • Newspaper
 • Sticky Notes
FOOD CONTAINERS
 • Aluminum/Steel/Tin Cans
 • Food Jars
 • Glass Jars
 • Soda/Juice/Pop Bottles
 • Ketchup Bottles
 • Narrow-neck Plastic Bottles

RECYCLABLE LIST RECYCLING TIPS

THE THREE R’S

YES - ACCEPTABLE

• Auto Mirror or Tinted Glass
• Transparencies
• Carbon Paper
• Clothing
• Beverage Glasses
• Disposable Diapers
• Metal or Steel Objects (nails, wire hangers)
• Paper Towels/Napkins
• Photo Paper
• Plastic Materials (take-out food trays, wrap)
• Pyrex and other heat-resistant ovenware
• Blueprints/Overhead
• Carpeting
• Hazardouse Waste or Containers
• Foil Type Containers
• Facial Tissues
• Pizza Boxes
• Rubber Type Materials/Latex
• Self-Adhesive Tape
• Styrofoam Products
• Toys
• Wax Coated Products
• Monitors*
• Computers*
*Please contact CTIS (Computer, Technology, and 
Information Services) to inquire about discarding these 
materials.

NO - NOT ACCEPTABLE

IMPORTANT NOTES
• Rinse food from containers
• Breakdown large items to maximize space
• Aerosol cans must be empty
• Plastic containers must be empty
• Glass containers must be empty


